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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Regarding claims 1 and 10, the phrase "for example" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

3. Regarding claims 1 , 2 and 10, the phrase "such as" or "in particular", renders the 
claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are 
part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Each of the above claims include the phrase "and/or" to include both 
limitations with respect to the following limitations within the claim that's not shown 
within the specification. 
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Specifically, Claim 1 includes "at least one processing circuit for receiving and/or 
transmitting the data signals, formed by a voltage between the coupling electrode and 
the ground electrode, from and to the carrier station .." (also stated further in the claim 
with respect to the base station). Although it's clear that the processing circuit is 
capable of either transmitting or receiving or "both", it's unclear from the phrase "from 
and to the carrier station", whether the base station is receiving, transmitting or doing 
both with the processing circuit. 

However, the suggested language "between the carrier station" would be appropriate. 

Claim 2 states "the coupling electrode of the carrier station, is spatially assigned to the 
outer case and/or the valve of the wheel or tire", when the specification shows two 
different embodiments in which the coupling electrode of the carrier station is assigned 
to either the outer case "or" the valve of the wheel or tire (not and/or). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Although the prior art of record disclose tire monitoring devices that 
communicate with either a carrier station or base station, none of the prior art of record 
disclose the claimed electronic communication system for a progressive movement 
means, having at least one base station arranged in the progressive movement means 
and at least one carrier station, in particular a movable carrier station, that is designed 
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to exchange data signals with the base station, where the base station has at least one 
coupling electrode, at least one ground electrode and at least one processing circuit for 
transmitting and/or receiving the data signals, formed by a voltage between the coupling 
electrode and the ground electrode, to and from the carrier station and where the carrier 
station has at least one coupling electrode, at least one ground electrode and at least 
one processing circuit for receiving and/or transmitting the data signals, formed by a 
voltage between the coupling electrode and the ground electrode, from and to the base 
station, where the coupling electrode of the base station and the coupling electrode of 
the carrier station are coupled to one another during operation via a coupling path for 
the transmission of the data signals, which coupling path has at least one capacitive 
connection provided over at least one electric field, where the ground electrode of the 
base station is connected electrically or capacitively during operation to an electrical 
ground body of the progressive movement means and where the ground electrode of 
the carrier station is connected electrically or capacitively during operation to the 
electrical ground body of the progressive movement means, characterized in that the 
carrier station is designed as in each case at least one sensor unit, which is assigned to 
at least one wheel or tire of the progressive movement means and which is designed to 
detect and/or determine at least one characteristic parameter of the wheel or tire, such 
as for example the air pressure and/or the temperature and/or the wear of the wheel or 
tire. 



7. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure as follows. Higgs et al. (US Pat. 5,061 ,91 7), Sharpe (US Pat. 
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5,335,541), Pollack et al. (US Pat. 6,775,632 B1) and Yones (US Pat. 6,922,134 B1), 
which disclose tire pressure monitoring systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Davetta W. Goins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2957. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri with every other Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Davetta W. Goins/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 



